S giurdoT, Nowember 1, 2003

McLean County jury awards
$500,000 in fatal crash case

By Steve Siiverman
Paniagraph staff

BLDOMINGTON = A

Mol zan County jury o
Friday warded more tha
S500,000 1o @ tamily whose
van smeshed into a semk
t-aiier thal Dlocked its path
on g rural intersedton
south oFBloomingion.

The weeklong trial ended

with jurors ordering Chares o —

‘Neubaver 1o pay 5500,000

for the loss of T-year-ole Florence Sdmison, who was kilied
in the Novemnber 2000 colision al U.S. 51 anc Randelph
Rczd, The femily will recsive ancther 58,500 for the Clivion
womsh's modical and funeral expensec.

VWilkiam LaCroix, 25, siso wae Riled in the crash. Hie cxse
previsusly was seiied oui-cleourt.

e diver OF tae van, Delben Tomison, wes awardsd
$55.000, but that was redused by 40 percen &5 S58,800
becsuse jurors DUNG he was 40 persent responsidie 121 the

crzsh, Detber Somison wes marmied {o Fiorgncs Sdmison, -

1

crisans’ deughter, Kethiesn LaCroix, received
£ 7. and B then-2-yeal-0i¢ grandson, Alstn Hurm, was

awardsd 5728.30.
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—he verdic, wes less then & thie ¢f the aimzst £2 million
saught by the family. Ant the jury founc thal 2 family f&rm
owned Sy Neubaus”s chiliren in 2 limited liabify
comoration washl resporsible fzr any camages,

Tral evidence indrcated that Nsubauver, 78, of Shirley, was
hauling Saies of hay on Rancclph Road for the farmily farm

" whan he trisd © croes U.S. 51. He pulied the cab BoDSS the
inlersaction, and the trailer cieared three of the four snes
before the resr a0 wad Fruck by the van oriven by Delbert

EAmison,

There were no skid marks at the scene,

In his closing argument, Edmison family sitermey Willlam
Faber said it was dark out 2nd Delber Edmison didnt see
the traiier untl #t was too ixte 1o brake or swarve to avoid the

crath. :

Ke sard Neubauer miscalculated by trying to cross the
imarzaction in heavy t=iic.

“The siory of our case is the trucker's gambic, ond the
samble thai the Egmisons lost” Faber s2id.

Feber told jurers thet Neubauer cacssd the acident by,
- Failing 1o yiolkd to t=’hiz on U.E. 51,
« Failing to ke=p 3 proper lzohsut,

« Either faifing to acbvats lights en tne side of the treilar, of
sliowing them 1o be sbscured by the hay baies.

Defense sttomey John Mores seif in his closing argurnent
that the Neubauess werens re=gonsidle for the concltion of
the tailer, which had beer bomews? from ancther amily
farm. He aiss saig Charles Neubauver wes simply dolig &
favor for his son by hauiing the hay, and wasn't aziing as an
agent for fzmily form ramed in the owsuit

In adsition, Morel notes that Florenss Edmison hadn't been
wearing 8 seat bek, and he sontended thal Daiber! Edmison
didn't maingin & propel lookout He cies lestimony from &
wornan who §p0Ted the trailer while driving behind Delberl
Edmison, end switched lanes in pianty of time (o #vold the
crash.

Contact Steve SilvermanSal ssiverman@paregraph.com



